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Chapter 1. Gardenworld - overview. 

Integrating humans with the earth and building an attractive future we can work 
toward through difficult times. 

Since almost everyone wants to live in a mix of nature and civilization, why don’t 
we use outr wealth to get there. As always elites have been managing the world, or their 
little corner of it,  for their benefit and not the benefit or humanity. While thinking about 
how we could have a world of gardens, children lovers, and keepers, we  need to be 
realistic about how to get through this crises, and what to do as it subsides  to a new 
regime. It will be important to consider the aesthetics, the landscaping and gardening, 
as well as the pragmatic issues of feeding and homing all of us. 

I see this primarily as seeking a critical path, as proposed by Bucky Fuller. It means a 
goal and means to get there, knowing that it can’t be engineered - designed to 
specifications - because too much will be emergent. But we can learn to ask - given 
whatever  is happening now, what can we do to move toward Gardenworld?  
Biodiversity in Gardens, parks, agriculture, architecture, always thinking about how 
this helps people and how it is attractive and makes strategic sense.

In our intuition we know we are both victims and the cause of these 
problems. You will not be unscathed by the unfolding of of the problems and the 
solutions. We are facing many simultaneous challenges, and not responding very 
well. The context for this book is the near general collapse we are now in - 
climate heating, population, migrations, weakness of governments, failure to 
distribute the  benefits of society. This is the dilemma. Doing nothing will have a 
bad end and yet all the adequate proposals to actually do something are also 
grim.   We need what in boating is called  jettisoning: throwing overboard 
unneeded stuff in order to keep afloat. We need to explore the real possibilities of 
what  to jettison. 

We need an image of what to work towards even as we are struggling for 
survival.  Current social frameworks are not up to the tasks. Capitalism is too 
exploitative. Socialism feels like deadening bureaucracy.  The primary needs for 
humanity are growing food, a place to live and developing meaning.  How do 
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we create the conditions for such a society? We know there will be a post crisis 
world. Let’s build for it.  The world’s poor are closer to the earth and have 
learned how to cope with scarcity. We, the one percent, or ten percent,  actually 
need to learn from them. For us the idea of living in nature was replaced with the 
idea of living in history. We have forgotten who we are. We treat democracy as a 
simple system of rules, but it actually is revolutionary - and we dropped the 
urgency and became complacent.

Gardenworld is a more localizable, aesthetic, cooperative approach to 
growing food in gardens of delight with local experimentation with  
Gardenworld as the attractive goal.

Proposed solutions, such as  sequestration, solar panels, nuclear power, 
vegetarianism, with good intent , all take too much time and require time and  
expense to manufacture and deploy to scale such solutions. We need better 
thinking. Economics 2500 years ago in Athens  meant considering all the factors 
of good Estate management. The well managed estate produces a surplus. For 
what purpose? For the Greeks the surplus meant  free time for philosophy and 
politics. Our currrent surplus goes to increasing population and  more 
consumption without reflection on the consequences.  We  desperately need a 
new sense of managing  our current globalized estate for the good of humans 
because the current operations of society have led  to the emerging  The greek 
“economy” contains nomos which, before it became a general abstract term 
meaning law, originally in pre classical Greek meant equal distribution.

We are acting as though we can prevent the triggering of climate change,  but   
the cause is already in the past.  Once the gun is fired we can only deal with the 
consequences.   Repeatedly humans have chosen hierarchy, slavery, war and 
alienation of the people from their leadership. We have relied too long on a mix 
of technology, free markets, banks, representative government and media - and 
the result is a serious failure. Can we, with common sense, a beautiful earth,  
technology, cooperation, and care, do better?  It is economy, poliitics and cimate 
toegther.

A simple example :  many women, living alone with a few children, with poor 
jobs, taking full responsibility for the children, act on  the best of values but 
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receive no support from the government nor the culture, or perhaps food stamps, 
for their effort, and end up with the children gone and a meager social security. 
Since they did not  work  at W@ jobs, but “worked” at home uncompeneated,  
find themselves wih $600 in social security ad 400 rent in a dilapidated 
apartment, surrounded by pollution and traffic and all to often crime. Internet is 
unaffordable.  These are dignified and  painful lonely lives. Where is a reasonable 
sociey? Around the world poverty is leaching out the humanness and capacity 
for supporting their own deeply ethical inclinations. It is hard to think about 
climate change except as an increase in despair- especially concern for their 
children. There is no esy way for these people to be citizens. 

But even the rest of the  people are not acting on what they know because 
they have no idea what to do.   Cutting fossil fuel use means something like no 
flying, no heating with gas, threats to food supply, the closing down of jobs that 
are part of the old economy. The cascading effects — inability to pay mortgages, 
collapse of banks - will follow. Same with food. . We might need to revisit the 
impact of the 1400’s where about half the population was lost. To transition, we 
will still have to pass through a painful costly bottleneck, with heating, 
migrations, mafias, wars.  It is not crazy to stay in a leaky canoe if you do not 
have an alternative canoe.  Keeping alive some form of hope that is realistic, not 
delusional with too much belief in the viability of the status quo, requires that we 
have a vision that, unlikely, is still possible and worth waking up for. We might 
need to revisit the impact of the 1400’s  where about half the population was lost. 
To transition, we will still have to pass through a painful costly bottleneck, with 
heating, migrations, mafias, wars. Keeping alive some form of hope requires that 
we have a vision that, unlikely, is still possible and worth waking up for. 

We later civilizations, we too know we are vulnerable - Paul Valery 1899.

 So far as I am aware, there is no plausible scenario of action which get us 
from the current moment through the necessary cut in fossil fuels without 
stopping much of the economy. The cascading effects - loss of jobs, inability to 
pay mortgages, collapse of banks - follows. Same with food. If we stop fossil fuel 
use, no food deliveries. I would love to see more  scenarios that  remain plausible 
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after critical thinking.  All technical solutions require time,  and their 
manufacturing and deployment would use old technologies amplifying the co2 
mess.  This seems to me to disqualify technical solutions. Many people hold on to 
the hope that technical solutions are possible because fundamentally they don’t 
want to have to change. I actually think serious change, which will be necessary 
anyway, as policy or as brute fact of collapse,  could take us toward a more 
attractive world. 

I am for decentralized small garden communities for growing food and 
people with wise use of what remains and the possibilities of technology, of 
which the Internet is one,  though it is dependent  on grids that may not survive.. 
To get there we will still have to pass though a painful costly bottleneck, with 
heating, migrations, mafias, wars. But still, let’s keep working toward the best we 
can plausibly imagine and save as much of the environment for those 
communities and their people as we can.  

Gardenworld is a project whose time has come. Gardenworld may be  the 
most practical framework for responding because the primary need for humanity 
will be food, and meaning - yes. People will try to understand what is happening 
and need a goal.  There will be a post crisis world. Lets build for it. The mantra 
here is ecological restoration and true labor saving technology which enhances 
distribution, no longer narrowing it.

Economy began with the domestication of herds and the awareness of the 
complexities of the production of new heads of cattle. Who owns it? Reltion to 
the community and the land, what can be done with it? The very word Capital 
comes from the Latin Cap, head, as in new head of cattle.  Managing that 
increase in the herd suggests that human history can be seen as the expansion 
and  complexification of that original herd management.  How does that relate to 
the reality of our economy now - and its disarray??  We have moved from tribes 
to empires and on to the nation states and globalization, giving us the city and 
the country,  and a quality of life.  I think it helps to see the sweep from cattle to 
the current world situation as a single line of development. We are taught to see 
this line as a series on technically driven transformations and discontinuities, but 
at the same time there is continuity of elites across all transformations. 
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Gardenworld is an attempt to get out of the trap of this history.
This means consciously mixing architecture, landscaping,  agriculture,  and 

institutions - all with the goal of successful human living across the life cycle 
with an excellent quality of life. I am calling this effort Gardenworld. 
Gardenworld is not a plan but an intent, a guide, a series of ideas to guide future 
efforts.

We should start with humans. Who are we anyhow? So,  I will be discussing 
design criteria -What is the nature of human beings and of being human and the 
implications for the kind of world that not only grows food but grows people. 

As we move through the 21st century, we need to struggle to bring the human, as 
the design criteria, back into the center of design and policy. – John Carl 
Warnecke.

Western thinkers made a mistake in searching out how humans are different 
from animals. The ways we are similar are much more important. We are 
mammals. We are compassionate. We care for  our young. Our emotional life is 
important to us - in generating meaning and providing food for the arts.

 To help us think through to such a world the following  discussion in the next 
chapters of the book  is helpful

• Where are we?
• How did we get here?
• What can happen?
•  What should we do?

The core idea is that Gardenworld, with its flexibility and invitation to local 
innovations, is a plausible world to:

• Maintain as much as possible as we go through the worst of climate 
change.

• Have a goal in mind that most people can say yes to, a goal that give 
guidance to every act.
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To get there we need
• New economics
• New politics
• New philosophy

This project for me  started twenty years ago as GardenWorld Politics,  I just 
wanted a nicer world.   But then I started a series of notes to colleagues about 
economics and its relation to climate change. I was sorry to judge myself as deaf 
to implications, when I heard  about climate warming and CO 2  in a seminar in 
La Jolla in 1984, and ignored what I heard, like so many others, for three decades. 
I saw this world, based on lots of travel and living three years in Mexico, as 
doing badly while economists were misleading with claims about “increasing per 
capita GDP” and “lower mortality rates.” My casual research turned more 
serious. Gardenworld   is a kind of   studio to think through what can happen  
now and how we should act. 

We want a way of integrating humans with the earth. This requires deep 
study of the earth and human nature. Human nature developed from our 
primate and mammalian past. Defining humans by how we are different from 
animals is a mistake, Our common capacity for raising each other  with care and 
compassion is much more important. The question is, how do we design an 
approach to society that honors that deep core. The popularity of youtube videos 
of animals caring, even across species, and playfulness is probably because they 
remind us of our better selves.

The earth is more fragile than we were taught in school where it was mostly 
assumed as a constant stage on which we could live the dram of our lives 
without worrying about the stage itself.  Strong languaged  and well thought 
thru approaches, such as Theodore Roszak’s  The Voice of the Earth started 
movements like Eco-psychology. 

“So my article of faith is that at a very deep level the human psyche is grafted to 
the planet out of which we evolve, that there is what I call an ecological 
unconscious. Now whenever we invoke the unconscious, the depths of the 
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unconscious, what we’re essentially doing is pursuing a philosophical discussion 
of human nature. We’re asking what makes people tick, what are the foundations 
of human behavior?”

Theodore Roszak

Psychoanalysts like Erik Erikson and Erich Fromm provide important 
guidance on who we are. Erikson, in his Childhood and Society, looked at the 
human life cycle and the social needs to support the growing child and parents 
throughout their life cycles. Fromm, in his Escape From Freedom and Sane 
Society thought through the needs for a healthy humanity at the adult level. 

We got here from hunter gatherers who were forced by leaders under pressure 
from increasing populations, to domesticate, after a hundred thousand years of 
resistance to settlement. Life inside the settlements from the beginning was less 
healthy  and more programmed. The early walled societies  broke down social 
relationships around the fire - song, stories, and a spirit of sharing, and replaced 
it with constant war, regimentation,  and slavery.

The path from early settlements to now usually seen as a series of phases, 
where transitions were caused by new technologies:  the stirrup, the bow, the 
horse, the catapult, explosives,  and on. But for our purposes it is better to see the 
path from past to present as one complex  emergent pattern. While technologies 
developed,  the same elite remained in control across apparent transformations. 
Points long the way include the breakdown of empires and a shift to  feudalism, 
the emergence of craft and trade, the taking of profit into new colonization and 
industrialization. Now we are coping with financialization and massive 
inequality. Along the way the French Revolution failed to find justice that used 
society to created quality of life for all,  but rather  led to Napoleon. Fossil fuels 
were discovered and society took a leap upward in population and the 
production of stuff. The result, instead of the benefits advertising and politicians 
promised, we get an overheating atmosphere and world wide despair. 

To avoid 2 degrees and stay below it, we probably need draconian moves. 
Remember, the agreed upon “goal” is zero carbon. For example, if somehow we 
mandated no fossil fuel heating of homes and offices we would get a slow 



8

cascade of chaos. Or no gas for food deliveries. The population would be on the 
edge of starvation in 48 hours. All forced to cope. Without such a nudge, it is 
likely that we keep drifting.

If everyone got the idea that food is the major requirement, what might 
emerge?  We take care of nature so nature can take care of us. If we don’t we lose 
and nature goes her way.  The idea of gardenworld is that we take the economic 
and aesthetic  sides of our every move  into account. Gardenworld is where 
humanity began and where we need to go. Food, community, culture. This is 
going to be hard. Everyone is needed. It is clear that if we are to stay under 2 
degrees every job in society, every project, needs to be rethought.  It probably 
means a smaller economy. But possibly 

We can have growth without development, and development without growth  - 
Aristotle.

We don’t want a plan but an intent that guides our acts and imagination,  -  
not constraints but opening to new possibilities.  Plans tend to be rigid and we 
desperately need flexibility and not fragile system likely to fail.  In thinking 
through what to do I am proposing that we think of the economy as moving 
toward a new approach to economy, away from consumerism and toward 
Gardenworld where the stuff we see in front of us is stuff we grew more than 
stuff we bought.

People will need to be included, and redeployed away from consumption and 
pollution to relationships, art, and intense common sense - which means lots of 
effort into meeting basic needs. We were dependent on an energy regime that is 
going to be gone.  My thinking is that most current (2019)energy discussion  still 
moves at the level of policy in the abstract without any consideration of 
implementation at the concrete level of the firm or the home. lets drill down. In 
the United States about 50% of the houses are heated with gas. This raises several 
important questions:

Who pays for replacing the gas heater with an electric heater? That includes 
installation and remodeling costs as well as the cost for the device. The number 
of new electric heaters that would have to be manufactured is on the order of 



9

50-100 million  and what of half the world that still cooks on pen fires?  Is not 
such manufacturing going to produce more pollution and use more energy? It 
requires old technologies of mining the minerals and producing the plastics that 
go into the manufacturing of these units, as well as their transportation from 
mine to factory and from the factory to homes. There are many parallel questions 
with indigestible cascading effects. The goal must be  a well thought out blend of 
technology and growing food. But thinking will not lead the way - emergent 
realities will be responded to, so we need a sense of the future that meets both 
the needs of good thinking and matches the reality of what people will do more 
instinctively under survivalist urgency..

The Gardenworld system that  just might meet these two might look like:
 

• A  well thought out blend of tech and food.
• Good growing and good living  should share spaces with people living 

close to essential production 
•   Core to human thriving are relationships, love and cooperation as well 

as individuality.
• Use of education and health as enablers of participation.
• Aesthetics and design are guiding principles in how drowing  and 

living are co-located..
• Concern for the experience of people is the important guide to polices.
• A recognition that the historians have been right: democracy and 

quality of life are inconsistent with financial inequality.

There are hundreds of ways of putting together such a list. But it is important 
to be aware of a need for guiding principles and to develop your own working 
list.

Politics may be one of the most difficult parts of getting us to a better future. 
As of now, scientific consensus is that we need a major cutback on the use of 
fossil fuels.  How can that be done? It seems like it requires an agreement among 
all of us because if some resist it would weakening the impact of any group 
decision. If we have just a few years to act, we need to make some critical moves. 
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Draconian moves (small violation lead to major punishments).  Politicians just 
are not going to do this - yet.   So, draconian moves will be necessary that might 
force the public, society, and  institutions to move toward a different way of 
living.  

Here are several of many possibilities.(remember the scientific view is that we 
must cut fossil fuel use, not b6 2050, but soon, now. and we are not doing it.) 

As of the first of next month, no more air travel. Well, many people are not at 
home, but traveling. Do we allow them to return?  If they all tried in the days 
remaining in the month there are not enough flights to do this. And how many 
would game the system? And would the ground and flight crews show up? Of 
course the legal response.  - well. But this is the kind of action that will  be 
needed to shake up the system and force a move toward meeting the 2 degree (or 
perhaps 1,5 degree) goal. The  FAA could do this, though legal responses to stop 
it would happen in hours.  

Other possibilities
No fuel for trucks as of next month. No food delivered at any distance. Total 

chaos within 48 hours. (Or within minutes of the announcement. )  part of our 
failure of governance is it is not clear that this could be done, even if necessary. 
Perhaps the Food and Drug Administration  working  with  the Interstate 
Commerce Commission could do this.

No going to jobs that are not contributions to survival . Who decides?
No fuel for heating homes. Must use electric appliances, not gas. How many? 

Who manufactures that many with a manufacturing process that does not also 
contribute to co2 emissions? And who pays for the individual new appliances 
house by house??

If a home can’t be heated, why pay the mortgage? Banks fail. Cascading 
effects  will swamp the current system.
 Politics as we know it cannot deliver is from these effects. Could a popular 

revolt? And would a popular revolt have such goals in mind, or merely use 
violence to get the resources to continue a few more months, maybe even days? 

A popular revolt would be met by the power of the state - if the national 
guard would show up. Unlikely. The draconian moves would lead to local chaos 
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which would lead to the emergence of mafia-like local strong men “We provide 
you with security, you provide us with goods.” If there are any left  after 48 
hours? Production ceases, storage is used up.

This is grim, yet  only by seeing it can we imagine alternatives, and maybe not 
even then. You should believe that many groups: wealthy, military, corporate, are 
having these conversations. 

But, need we be reminded, without something like such draconian moves the 
result will be the boiled frog. Inaction also leads to cascading failures. Imagine 
the workers at the electric utility company walking  away from their jobs. 

Politics is about conflict, and to avoid politics is to hope there is no conflict. 
But politics has been since Aristotle  recognized as the way society handles 
actually existing conflict. A book such as Barrington Moore’s The Social Origns of 
Dictatorship and Democracy shows that the issues are profound. The history 
from tribe to monarchy to plutocracy to parliamentary and representative 
democracy is attempts to deal with conflict in a reasoned way, coping with the 
impact of rising population.. We are in that incomplete process. The unfinished 
French Revolution seeking liberty, justice and equality, or the American version 
life liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  What have left to overcome are  self-
protecting elites,  who, in order to protect existing income streams,   want to 
avoid the passion of serious change.  

My own view is that amidst the terrible  it is important to keep working on 
the best plausible solution, which I think is some combination of agriculture and 
civilization, what I have called Gardenworld. Food will be the most important 
task as climate destruction increases,  Our spirit needs to be hopeful and growing 
food and people in the same attractive environments is something to hope for 
and work towards. Doing  our best  has dignity to it.  If we fail, so be it. No 
guarantees as those living in past collapsed empires know.  But just maybe we 
can wiggle through. Then the task continues with the next generations. But even 
wiggling through requires a near immediate stop to all use of carbon fuels. 

Gardenworld will require a new look at land and it management. It also 
requires something very hard – to shift our pleasures from owning to 
cooperating, from material stuff to pleasure in relationships – with people, 
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animals and plants. Circumstances will force that, but may lead, instead of to 
cooperation and caring, to mafias and militarization. The transition will be hard.

Yet the ways of living of the most ancient humans offer teachings for how we 
may move forward. The idea that nomos meant equal distribution  started with 
the division of land in equal segments to provide for equal grazing of cattle. The 
evolution of culture was from equality towards hierarchy. By the time of Plato 
Laws means collections of legislations,  a bunch of laws,  not division of a whole 
into equal parts1. The key here is that the result – lawful a feeling for the law  – is 
an evolution, a development, of the mind in relation to its experience of the 
world. This is a more fragile view and require renewal and defending.

There are no guarantees as the past collapse of empires show Amidst the 
terrible trajectory it is important to keep working on the best plausible proposal, 
which I think is some combination of agriculture and civilization, what I have 
called Gardenworld. Food will be the most important as climate destruction 
increases, and the spirit needs to be hopeful and aesthetic, growing food and 
people in the same attractive environments. This goal is something to strive 
towards.

Proposed structure of the economy.
We need at least a sketch of where we might be going. Key forms of 

“employment” (I put this in quotes because how people are paid and what 
happens to massive unemployment needs lots of thought - and compassion.)

1. Green everything for agriculture and aesthetics, blending growing food 
with growing people.

2. Welfare for those hurt by the transition
3. Manage 1 and 2. (Huge)
4. Much smaller but still important, manufacturing
5. Arts and education for the culture of belief for 1-4.
The details can be endlessly thought out. A new culture emerging around 

such an economy  might be something like
Deep understanding of the human and our place in life and death. Relying on 
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an ethics that takes caring seriously but also includes some aspects of science: 
honesty, experimentalism, the legitimate of questioning, and knowing there is no 
final state of culture but a continuing evolution as humans and circumstances 
interact. A feeling of joy in participation knowing that danger lies at the edges - 
and sometimes in our midst, and that this is not only ok, it is the dance life offers. 
And that our task is “to make the frozen circumstances dance, we have to sing to 
them their own melody.”

But this is going to be hard and everyone is needed Throwing away anyone 
makes us all feel vulnerable. The hard part is to start with the feeling there is no 
obvious exit.  We can do our best to get on  an attractive path like Gardenworld. 
If we do our best and then fail, we have our dignity. And maybe we succeed and 
the next generations take up the development.

Here, in painting, to nudge our mind a bit,  are the cycles we seem to go 
through. It is easy to come up with art from the WW 1 and 2  period of similar 
feeling. So lets stop for a short meditation.

We later civilizations, we too know we are vulnerable. Paul Valery 1899.

This is a series by Thomas Cole painted in the 1830’s that re-presents the 
theme of the rise and fall of civilization, in the medium of painting rather than 
words.. These are really meditation pieces.  

This “savage state” is a a view of nature from the time when nature was what 
was beyond the garden, the field, the easy hunting and gathering.  It portrays a 
grim nature of crags and storms. Not the current imagination about the wild 
which is much more benign. The grim of current nature is more man produced, 
species die-off, pollution, fracking, and begins to resemble this picture… as 
ouGardenworld - overview. 
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Integrating humans with the earth, responding to climate damage, 
understanding underlying causes and building an attractive future we can 
work toward through difficult times.  

We are facing many simultaneous challenges, and not responding very well. The 
context for this book is the near general collapse we are now in - climate heating, 
population, migrations, weakness of governments, failure to distribute the  benefits of 
society. This is the dilemma. Doing nothing will have a bad end and yet all the adequate 
proposals to actually do something are also grim.   We need what in boating is called  
jettisoning: throwing overboard unneeded stuff in order to keep afloat. We need to 
explore the real possibilities of what  to jettison. 

We need an image of what to work towards even if we are struggling for survival.  
Current social frameworks are not up to the tasks. Capitalism is too exploitative. 
Socialism feels like deadening bureaucracy.  The primary needs for humanity are 
growing food, a place to live and developing meaning? How do we create the 
conditions for such a society? We know there will be a post crisis world. Let’s build for 
it.

Gardenworld is a more localizable, aesthetic, cooperative approach to growing 
food in gardens of delight with local experimentation with  Gardenworld as the 
attractive goal.

Proposed solutions, such as  sequestration, solar panels, nuclear power, 
vegetarianism, with good intent , all take too much time and require time and  expense 
to manufacture and deploy to scale such solutions. We need better thinking. Economics 
2500 years ago in Athens  meant considering all the factors of good Estate management. 
The well managed estate produces a surplus. For what purpose? For the Greeks the 
surplus meant  free time for philosophy and politics. Our currrent surplus goes to 
increasing population and  more consumption without reflection on the consequences.  
We  desperately need a new sense of managing  our current globalized estate for the 
good of humans because the current operations of society have led  to the emerging  
The greek economy contain nomos which, before it became a general abstract term 

meaning law originally in pre classical Greek mean equal distribution1.

We are acting as though we can prevent the triggering of climate change,  but   the 
cause is already in the past.  Once the gun is fired we can only deal with the 
consequences.   Repeatedly humans have chosen hierarchy, slavery, war and alienation 
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of the people from their leadership. We have relied too long on a mix of technology, free 
markets, banks, representative government and media - and the result is a serious 
failure. Can we, with common sense, a beautiful earth,  technology, cooperation, and 
care, do better?  

People are not acting on what they know because they have no idea what to do.   
Cutting fossil fuel use means something like no flying, no heating with gas, threats to 
food supply, the closing down of jobs that are part of the old economy. The cascading 
effects — inability to pay mortgages, collapse of banks - will follow. Same with food. . 
We might need to revisit the impact of the 1400’s where about half the population was 
lost. To transition, we will still have to pass through a painful costly bottleneck, with 
heating, migrations, mafias, wars.  It is not crazy to stay in a leaky canoe if you do not 
have an alternative canoe.  Keeping alive some form of hope that is realistic, not 
delusional with too much belief in the viability of the status quo, requires that we have 
a vision that, unlikely, is still possible and worth waking up for. We might need to 
revisit the impact of the 1400’s  where about half the population was lost. To transition, 
we will still have to pass through a painful costly bottleneck, with heating, migrations, 
mafias, wars. Keeping alive some form of hope requires that we have a vision that, 
unlikely, is still possible and worth waking up for. 

We later civilizations, we too know we are vulnerable - Paul Valery 1899.

 So far as I am aware, there is no plausible scenario of action which get us from 
the current moment through the necessary cut in fossil fuels without stopping much of 
the economy. The cascading effects - loss of jobs, inability to pay mortgages, collapse of 
banks - follows. Same with food. If we stop fossil fuel use, no food deliveries. I would 
love to see more  scenarios that  remain plausible after critical thinking.  All technical 
solutions require time,  and their manufacturing and deployment would use old 
technologies amplifying the co2 mess.  This seems to me to disqualify technical 
solutions. Many people hold on to the hope that technical solutions are possible because 
fundamentally they don’t want to have to change. I actually think serious change, 
which will be necessary anyway, as policy or as brute fact of collapse,  could take us 
toward a more attractive world. 

I am for decentralized small garden communities for growing food and people with 
wise use of what remains and the possibilities of technology, of which the Internet is 
one,  though it is dependent  on grids that may not survive.. To get there we will still 
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have to pass though a painful costly bottleneck, with heating, migrations, mafias, wars. 
But still, let’s keep working toward the best we can plausibly imagine and save as much 
of the environment for those communities and their people as we can.  

Gardenworld is a project whose time has come. Gardenworld may be  the most 
practical framework for responding because the primary need for humanity will be 
food, and meaning - yes. People will try to understand what is happening and need a 
goal.  There will be a post crisis world. Lets build for it. The mantra here is ecological 
restoration and true labor saving technology which enhances distribution, no longer 
narrowing it.

Economy began with the domestication of herds and the awareness of the 
complexities of the production of new heads of cattle. Who owns it? Reltion to the 
community and the land, what can be done with it? The very word Capital comes from 
the Latin Cap, head, as in new head of cattle.  Managing that increase in the herd 
suggests that human history can be seen as the expansion and  complexification of that 
original herd management.  How does that relate to the reality of our economy now - 
and its disarray??  We have moved from tribes to empires and on to the nation states 
and globalization, giving us the city and the country,  and a quality of life.  I think it 
helps to see the sweep from cattle to the current world situation as a single line of 
development. We are taught to see this line as a series on technically driven 
transformations and discontinuities, but at the same time there is continuity of elites 
across all transformations. Gardenworld is an attempt to get out of the trap of this 
history.

This means consciously mixing architecture, landscaping,  agriculture,  and 
institutions - all with the goal of successful human living across the life cycle with an 
excellent quality of life. I am calling this effort Gardenworld. Gardenworld is not a plan 
but an intent, a guide, a series of ideas to guide future efforts.

We should start with humans. Who are we anyhow? So,  I will be discussing 
design criteria -What is the nature of human beings and of being human and the 
implications for the kind of world that not only grows food but grows people. 

As we move through the 21st century, we need to struggle to bring the human, as 
the design criteria, back into the center of design and policy. – John Carl 
Warnecke.
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Western thinkers made a mistake in searching out how humans are different from 
animals. The ways we are similar are much more important. We are mammals. We are 
compassionate. We care for  our young. Our emotional life is important to us - in 
generating meaning and providing food for the arts.

 To help us think through to such a world the following  discussion in the next 
chapters of the book  is helpful

• Where are we?
• How did we get here?
• What can happen?
•  What should we do?

The core idea is that Gardenworld, with its flexibility and invitation to local 
innovations, is a plausible world to:

• Maintain as much as possible as we go through the worst of climate change.

• Have a goal in mind that most people can say yes to, a goal that give 
guidance to every act.

To get there we need

• New economics

• New politics

• New philosophy

This project for me  started twenty years ago as GardenWorld Politics,  I just 
wanted a nicer world.   But then I started a series of notes to colleagues about economics 
and its relation to climate change. I was sorry to judge myself as deaf to implications, 
when I heard  about climate warming and CO 2  in a seminar in La Jolla in 1984, and 
ignored what I heard, like so many others, for three decades. I saw this world, based on 
lots of travel and living three years in Mexico, as doing badly while economists were 
misleading with claims about “increasing per capita GDP” and “lower mortality rates.” 
My casual research turned more serious. Gardenworld   is a kind of   studio to think 
through what can happen  now and how we should act. 

We want a way of integrating humans with the earth. This requires deep study of 
the earth and human nature. Human nature developed from our primate and 
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mammalian past. Defining humans by how we are different from animals is a mistake, 
Our common capacity for raising each other  with care and compassion is much more 
important. The question is, how do we design an approach to society that honors that 
deep core. The popularity of youtube videos of animals caring, even across species, and 
playfulness is probably because they remind us of our better selves.

The earth is more fragile than we were taught in school where it was mostly 
assumed as a constant stage on which we could live the dram of our lives without 
worrying about the stage itself.  Strong languaged  and well thought thru approaches, 
such as Theodore Roszak’s  The Voice of the Earth started movements like Eco-
psychology. 

“So my article of faith is that at a very deep level the human psyche is grafted to the 
planet out of which we evolve, that there is what I call an ecological unconscious. Now 
whenever we invoke the unconscious, the depths of the unconscious, what we’re 
essentially doing is pursuing a philosophical discussion of human nature. We’re asking 
what makes people tick, what are the foundations of human behavior?”

Theodore Roszak

Psychoanalysts like Erik Erikson and Erich Fromm provide important guidance 
on who we are. Erikson, in his Childhood and Society, looked at the human life cycle and 
the social needs to support the growing child and parents throughout their life cycles. 
Fromm, in his Escape From Freedom and Sane Society thought through the needs for a 
healthy humanity at the adult level. 

We got here from hunter gatherers who were forced by leaders under pressure 
from increasing populations, to domesticate, after a hundred thousand years of 
resistance to settlement. Life inside the settlements from the beginning was less healthy  
and more programmed. The early walled societies  broke down social relationships 
around the fire - song, stories, and a spirit of sharing, and replaced it with constant war, 
regimentation,  and slavery.

The path from early settlements to now usually seen as a series of phases, where 
transitions were caused by new technologies:  the stirrup, the bow, the horse, the 
catapult, explosives,  and on. But for our purposes it is better to see the path from past 
to present as one complex  emergent pattern. While technologies developed,  the same 
elite remained in control across apparent transformations. Points long the way include 
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the breakdown of empires and a shift to  feudalism, the emergence of craft and trade, 
the taking of profit into new colonization and industrialization. Now we are coping 
with financialization and massive inequality. Along the way the French Revolution 
failed to find justice that used society to created quality of life for all,  but rather  led to 
Napoleon. Fossil fuels were discovered and society took a leap upward in population 
and the production of stuff. The result, instead of the benefits advertising and 
politicians promised, we get an overheating atmosphere and world wide despair. 

To avoid 2 degrees and stay below it, we probably need draconian moves. 
Remember, the agreed upon “goal” is zero carbon. For example, if somehow we 
mandated no fossil fuel heating of homes and offices we would get a slow cascade of 
chaos. Or no gas for food deliveries. The population would be on the edge of starvation 
in 48 hours. All forced to cope. Without such a nudge, it is likely that we keep drifting.

If everyone got the idea that food is the major requirement, what might emerge?  
We take care of nature so nature can take care of us. If we don’t we lose and nature goes 
her way.  The idea of gardenworld is that we take the economic and aesthetic  sides of 
our every move  into account. Gardenworld is where humanity began and where we 
need to go. Food, community, culture. This is going to be hard. Everyone is needed. It is 
clear that if we are to stay under 2 degrees every job in society, every project, needs to be 
rethought.  It probably means a smaller economy. But possibly 

We can have growth without development, and development without growth  - 
Aristotle.

We don’t want a plan but an intent that guides our acts and imagination,  -  not 
constraints but opening to new possibilities. . Plans tend to be rigid and we desperately 
need flexibility and not fragile system likely to fail.  In thinking through what to do I am 
proposing that we think of the economy as moving toward a new approach to economy, 
away from consumerism and toward Gardenworld where the stuff we see in front of us 
is stuff we grew more than stuff we bought.

People will need to be included, and redeployed away from consumption and 
pollution to relationships, art, and intense common sense - which means lots of effort 
into meeting basic needs. We were dependent on an energy regime that is going to be 
gone.  My thinking is that most current (2019)energy discussion  still moves at the level 
of policy in the abstract without any consideration of implementation at the concrete 
level of the firm or the home. lets drill down. In the United States about 50% of the 
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houses are heated with gas. This raises several important questions:

Who pays for replacing the gas heater with an electric heater? That includes 
installation and remodeling costs as well as the cost for the device. The number of new 
electric heaters that would have to be manufactured is on the order of 50-100 million  
and what of half the world that still cooks on pen fires?  Is not such manufacturing 
going to produce more pollution and use more energy? It requires old technologies of 
mining the minerals and producing the plastics that go into the manufacturing of these 
units, as well as their transportation from mine to factory and from the factory to 
homes. There are many parallel questions with indigestible cascading effects. The goal 
must be  a well thought out blend of technology and growing food. But thinking will 
not lead the way - emergent realities will be responded to, so we need a sense of the 
future that meets both the needs of good thinking and matches the reality of what 
people will do more instinctively under survivalist urgency..

The Gardenworld system that  just might meet these two might look like:

 
• A  well thought out blend of tech and food.
• Good growing and good living  should share spaces with people living close 

to essential production 
•   Core to human thriving are relationships, love and cooperation as well as 

individuality.
• Use of education and health as enablers of participation.
• Aesthetics and design are guiding principles in how drowing  and living are 

co-located..
• Concern for the experience of people is the important guide to polices.
• A recognition that the historians have been right: democracy and quality of 

life are inconsistent with financial inequality.

There are hundreds of ways of putting together such a list. But it is important to 
be aware of a need for guiding principles and to develop your own working list.

Politics may be one of the most difficult parts of getting us to a better future. As of 
now, scientific consensus is that we need a major cutback on the use of fossil fuels.  
How can that be done? It seems like it requires an agreement among all of us because if 
some resist it would weakening the impact of any group decision. If we have just a few 
years to act, we need to make some critical moves. Draconian moves (small violation 
lead to major punishments).  Politicians just are not going to do this - yet.   So, 
draconian moves will be necessary that might force the public, society, and  institutions 
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to move toward a different way of living.  

Here are several of many possibilities.(remember the scientific view is that we must 
cut fossil fuel use, not b6 2050, but soon, now. and we are not doing it.) 

As of the first of next month, no more air travel. Well, many people are not at home, 
but traveling. Do we allow them to return?  If they all tried in the days remaining in the 
month there are not enough flights to do this. And how many would game the system? 
And would the ground and flight crews show up? Of course the legal response.  - well. 
But this is the kind of action that will  be needed to shake up the system and force a 
move toward meeting the 2 degree (or perhaps 1,5 degree) goal. The  FAA could do 
this, though legal responses to stop it would happen in hours.  

Other possibilities

No fuel for trucks as of next month. No food delivered at any distance. Total chaos 
within 48 hours. (Or within minutes of the announcement. )  part of our failure of 
governance is it is not clear that this could be done, even if necessary. Perhaps the Food 
and Drug Administration  working  with  the Interstate Commerce Commission could 
do this.

No going to jobs that are not contributions to survival . Who decides?

No fuel for heating homes. Must use electric appliances, not gas. How many? Who 
manufactures that many with a manufacturing process that does not also contribute to 
co2 emissions? And who pays for the individual new appliances house by house??

If a home can’t be heated, why pay the mortgage? Banks fail. Cascading effects  will 
swamp the current system.

 Politics as we know it cannot deliver is from these effects. Could a popular revolt? 
And would a popular revolt have such goals in mind, or merely use violence to get the 
resources to continue a few more months, maybe even days? 

A popular revolt would be met by the power of the state - if the national guard 
would show up. Unlikely. The draconian moves would lead to local chaos which would 
lead to the emergence of mafia-like local strong men “We provide you with security, 
you provide us with goods.” If there are any left  after 48 hours? Production ceases, 
storage is used up.

This is grim, yet  only by seeing it can we imagine alternatives, and maybe not even 
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then. You should believe that many groups: wealthy, military, corporate, are having 
these conversations. 

But, need we be reminded, without something like such draconian moves the result 
will be the boiled frog. Inaction also leads to cascading failures. Imagine the workers at 
the electric utility company walking  away from their jobs. 

Politics is about conflict, and to avoid politics is to hope there is no conflict. But 
politics has been since Aristotle  recognized as the way society handles actually existing 
conflict. A book such as Barrington Moore’s The Social Origns of Dictatorship and 
Democracy shows that the issues are profound. The history from tribe to monarchy to 
plutocracy to parliamentary and representative democracy is attempts to deal with 
conflict in a reasoned way, coping with the impact of rising population.. We are in that 
incomplete process. The unfinished French Revolution seeking liberty, justice and 
equality, or the American version life liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  What have 
left to overcome are  self-protecting elites,  who, in order to protect existing income 
streams,   want to avoid the passion of serious change.  

My own view is that amidst the terrible  it is important to keep working on the best 
plausible solution, which I think is some combination of agriculture and civilization, 
what I have called Gardenworld. Food will be the most important task as climate 
destruction increases,  Our spirit needs to be hopeful and growing food and people in 
the same attractive environments is something to hope for and work towards. Doing  
our best  has dignity to it.  If we fail, so be it. No guarantees as those living in past 
collapsed empires know.  But just maybe we can wiggle through. Then the task 
continues with the next generations. But even wiggling through requires a near 
immediate stop to all use of carbon fuels. 

Gardenworld will require a new look at land and it management. It also requires 
something very hard – to shift our pleasures from owning to cooperating, from material 
stuff to pleasure in relationships – with people, animals and plants. Circumstances will 
force that, but may lead, instead of to cooperation and caring, to mafias and 
militarization. The transition will be hard.

Yet the ways of living of the most ancient humans offer teachings for how we may 
move forward. The idea that nomos meant equal distribution  started with the division 
of land in equal segments to provide for equal grazing of cattle. The evolution of culture 
was from equality towards hierarchy. By the time of Plato Laws means collections of 
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legislations,  a bunch of laws,  not division of a whole into equal parts1. The key here is 
that the result – lawful a feeling for the law  – is an evolution, a development, of the 
mind in relation to its experience of the world. This is a more fragile view and require 
renewal and defending.

There are no guarantees as the past collapse of empires show Amidst the terrible 
trajectory it is important to keep working on the best plausible proposal, which I think 
is some combination of agriculture and civilization, what I have called Gardenworld. 
Food will be the most important as climate destruction increases, and the spirit needs to 
be hopeful and aesthetic, growing food and people in the same attractive environments. 
This goal is something to strive towards.

Proposed structure of the economy.

We need at least a sketch of where we might be going. Key forms of 
“employment” (I put this in quotes because how people are paid and what happens to 
massive unemployment needs lots of thought - and compassion.)

1. Green everything for agriculture and aesthetics, blending growing food with 
growing people.

2. Welfare for those hurt by the transition

3. Manage 1 and 2. (Huge)

4. Much smaller but still important, manufacturing

5. Arts and education for the culture of belief for 1-4.

These are fleshed out in more details in Chapter 7 . 

A new culture emerging around such an economy  might be something like

Deep understanding of the human and our place in life and death. Relying on an 
ethics that takes caring seriously but also includes some aspects of science: 
honesty, experimentalism, the legitimate of questioning, and knowing there is no 
final state of culture but a continuing evolution as humans and circumstances 
interact. A feeling of joy in participation knowing that danger lies at the edges - 
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and sometimes in our midst, and that this is not only ok, it is the dance life offers. 
And that our task is “to make the frozen circumstances dance, we have to sing to 
them their own melody.”

But this is going to be hard and everyone is needed Throwing away anyone 
makes us all feel vulnerable. The hard part is to start with the feeling there is no obvious 
exit.  We can do our best to get on  an attractive path like Gardenworld. If we do our 
best and then fail, we have our dignity. And maybe we succeed and the next 
generations take up the development.

Here, in painting, to nudge our mind a bit,  are the cycles we seem to go through. 
It is easy to come up with art from the WW 1 and 2  period of similar feeling. So lets 
stop for a short meditation.

We later civilizations, we too know we are vulnerable. Paul Valery 1899.

This is a series by Thomas Cole painted in the 1830’s that re-presents the theme of the 
rise and fall of civilization, in the medium of painting rather than words.. These are 
really meditation pieces.  

This “savage state” is a a view of nature from the time when nature was what was 
beyond the garden, the field, the easy hunting and gathering.  It portrays a grim nature 
of crags and storms. Not the current imagination about the wild which is much more 
benign. The grim of current nature is more man produced, species die-off, pollution, 
fracking, and begins to resemble this picture… as our fault, not the sate of nature.
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The more benign nature with modest use of the land, starts to get at out own 
romantic view of sheep shepherds and shepherdesses. 

 

Where the not just the human habitation, but the clouds and the mountains are 
softened. The sheep however are a danger sign we did not see, strippers of the 
landscape as in modern Scotland. There is a sense here of hope in domestication while 
preserving as much of the wild as possible,  as Monbiot and others suggest, keeping 
much around us, reminding us a bit more of who we are. 

But the next reminds us that who we are continues from the sheep to trade to 
empire. Nature is gone, tensions are building.
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And then..
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Cole believed that history operated cyclically.  While knowledge could advance 
in fits and spurts, revolutionizing the world from time to time, man’s virtue 
tended to lag significantly far behind.  We are, therefore, virtually condemned to 
repeat the mistakes of the past just as we attempt to learn from them.  In our 
endless attempts to improve our world—to expand both our power over the 
forces of nature and to protect our equally natural liberty—we set in motion a 
series of dialectical conflicts, both generative and destructive.  Man has learned 
and accomplished a great deal since his time as a “savage,” but his rise in this 
particular civilization has been marked by conquest and exploitation stretching 
beyond the mere felling of surrounding forests.  The empire has, through the 
projection of power abroad, exploited and constrained the liberty of its 
neighbors.  However, history simply did not allow for actions without equal and 
opposite reactions.  Quoted from

https://www.libertarianism.org/columns/art-ideas-thomas-coles-course-
empireWe overdid it.  

And then that distant peak regains the center, the brightly lit column does not attract 
us.
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Ouch.  Valery,  Toynbee.  Lets try Gardenworld instead. For a longer essay on the 
significance of each painting, https://www.libertarianism.org/columns/art-ideas-
thomas-coles-course-empire

 

 

John Huizingha Homo Ludens (man the player) ad Jean Piaget’s Play dreams 
and imitation in childhood speak to who we are better than ost philosphy which 
is dour and anticeptic.


